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because there seems something of degrading dependence in
living by it.
Brother, if Jove to thee a present make
Take heed that from his hands thou nothing take.
We ask the whole. Nothing less will content us. We
arraign society, if it do not give us, besides earth, and fire,
and water, opportunity, love, reverence, and objects of
veneration.
He is a good man who can receive a gift well. We are
glad or sorry at a gift, and both emotions are unbecoming.
Some violence, I think, is done, some degradation borne,
when I rejoice or grieve at a gift. I am sorry when my
independence is invaded, or when a gift comes from such
as do not know my spirit, and so the act is not supported;
and if the gift pleases me overmuch, then I should be
ashamed that the donor should read my heart, and see that
I love his commodity and not him. The gift, to be true,
must be the flowing of the giver unto me, correspondent
to my flowing unto him. When the waters are at a level,
then my goods pass to him, and his to me. All his are mine,
all mine his. I say to him, 'How can you give me this pot
of oil, or this flagon of wine, when all your oil and wine is
mine ?' which belief of mine this gift seems to deny. Hence
the fitness of beautiful, not useful things for gifts. This
giving is flat usurpation, and therefore when the beneficiary
is ungrateful, as all beneficiaries hate all Timons, not at all
considering the value of the gift, but looking back to the
greater store it was taken from, I rather sympathize with
the beneficiary than with the anger of my Lord Timon.
For the expectation of gratitude is mean, and is continually